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able stage in the journey is a rocky defile fifty miles above
Ramadi, called simply c The Gates', through which he des-
cended into Babylonia proper. This has been used as a basis
for many conflicting theories as to the wanderings of the army
during the succeeding fortnight, which we need not discuss.
It is enough to know that a week later, at a point on the
Hillah road, somewhere near Mussayib, Cyrus encountered
the forces of Artaxerxes and the battle of Cunaxa was fought,
in which Cyrus lost his life, and after which the 10,000 Greeks
turned their faces homewards.

The course of the battle is a very simple one to explain.
The Greeks were on the right wing, clinging to the Euphrates,
and were faced by a corresponding line of Persians. But,
owing to the immensely superior numbers of the king's army,
Cyrus' left wing was seriously outflanked. As the two armies
met, Cyrus shouted to the Greek commander to bear left, but
he, not wanting to leave the protection of the river, replied
that ' everything would be all right'. Meanwhile Artaxerxes,
finding that, although he occupied the centre of his own troops,
he was nevertheless beyond Cyrus' left wing, wheeled inwards
towards the river. Cyrus, catching sight of him, and unable
to resist the temptation of a single combat, swerved his own
guard to a diagonal attack, sprang upon the king, wounding
him through the breastplate, and was himself dispatched by
a tremendous blow with a spear beneath the eye. His troops,
panicking, were promptly routed.

On the river side, the battle had gone very differently.
Directly the Greeks broke into a run, clanking their shields
and shouting, Artaxerxes' left wing turned and fled, leav-
ing their chariots driverless. When the Greeks eventually
desisted from the pursuit, the only casualties they had suffered
were * such as might happen on a race-course' due to the
frightened horses, and one man on the left who was c said to
have been killed by an arrow'. They did not learn till next
morning of Cyrus* death.

Now the surprising phenomenon of their retreat began, a
thousand miles to the sea, without reliable guides or any
previous knowledge of the generally hostile country through
which they were passing. One gets some idea of their ignor-
ance of geography from the fact that their leader, Clearchus,
decides against any further attack on Artaxerxes because, lie